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Terminology list

Aromatic hydrocarbons. Generic term for certain types of organic 

compounds, many of which are carcinogenic, harmful to the environment  

and contribute to climate change.

Carbon dioxide forms as a result of complete combustion, but an increase  

of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere causes the greenhouse effect.

Carbon monoxide. Toxic compound of carbon and oxygen which forms  

as a result of incomplete combustion.

CFCs are chlorofluorocarbons which form part of the freon group.  

The use of CFCs was banned in 2000.

Chain of Custody. A third-party, independent certification which confirms that 

a product can be traced to source. In this case it refers to FSC-certified* wood 

raw materials. 

Chlorinated hydrocarbons. Generic name for organic compounds which 

contain chlorine and do not break down in tissues and vegetation. They cause 

damage to the ozone layer.

CMHR foam. Flame-retardant padding material for furniture.

Controversial sources (of wood raw materials).

- Harvested illegally

- Harvested from genetically modified trees

- Harvested from high conservation value forests

- Harvested from areas of major social conflict

Direct environmental aspects. Environmental aspects which we can control 

ourselves, for example local issues (air/water emissions, noise, smells), our own 

transport methods, the use of materials in our production processes and the 

risk of environmental accidents. 

EMAS. The EU’s eco-management and audit scheme.

Environmental aspect. A term used at Kinnarps to identify the business  

activities which have an impact on the environment.

Environmental effect register. Collection of Kinnarps’ most significant  

environmental aspects.

Formaldehyde. Toxic substance used in some lacquers and adhesives.  

The products which we use have a low formaldehyde contact in accordance 

with the E1 standard. Also occurs naturally in wood, fruit and vegetation.

Freons. Generic name for organic compounds which contain fluorine and/or 

chlorine which are non-biodegradable and cause damage to the ozone layer. 

Freons are used as refrigerants, amongst other things. Buildings with more 

than 3 kg of refrigerant are subject to annual checks. Buildings with more than 

10 kg of refrigerant must also be registered and submit annual reports to the 

supervisory authority.

FSC*. The Forest Stewardship Council is an international environmental  

certification organisation for wood raw materials.

Greenhouse effect. Climate change (an increase in temperature) across the 

entire planet as a result of emissions of carbon dioxide, methane and other 

greenhouse gases.

Ground-level ozone. An oxygen compound which forms in the troposphere 

between 0 and 10 km from the ground. Causes damage to plants and irritation 

to the eyes and respiratory passages of people and animals.

HCFCs are chlorofluorohydrocarbons which form part of the freon group.  

The use of HCFCs has been banned since 2002. 

HFCs are fluorohydrocarbons which form part of the freon group. HFCs are 

approved for use as refrigerants.

Indirect environmental aspects. Environmental aspects which we do  

not have full control over, for example the choice of services (electricity  

consumption, transport) and contractors’, suppliers’ and subcontractors’  

environmental impact. Product-related issues.

Nitrogen oxides. Compound of nitrogen and oxygen. Contributes to  

acidification, the greenhouse effect and the formation of ground-level ozone.

PEFC. Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes,

is just like FSC an international environmental certification of wood raw

material.

Sulphur dioxides. Compound of sulphur and oxygen which contributes to 

acidification.

Tensides. Substances which reduce the surface tension of fluids.

UV lacquering. System which allows flat surfaces to be coated with lacquer 

without the use of environmentally hazardous solvents. The lacquer is dried  

with UV (ultraviolet) light.

VOC. Volatile organic compounds which can be used in lacquers and glues.

Environmental policy

Kinnarps’ business must be characterised by an active commitment to the environment and by  
ongoing improvement. The goal of our environmental activities is long-term sustainable development.  

The business must aim to use the smallest possible amount of resources and have the smallest  
possible environmental impact. It is the joint responsibility and task of the management and  

all the employees to adhere to this policy.

In order to achieve this, we must constantly work towards:

Responsible forestry
Obtaining all our wood raw materials from responsibly 

managed and preferably environmentally certified forests.

Efficient transport
Transporting our goods in the most efficient way  

in environmentally friendly vehicles and with reusable  
packaging.

Communication
Carrying on an open dialogue on environmental issues 
internally, with our suppliers and with the people and 

organisations around us.

Competence
Developing and refreshing the environmental skills of 

our staff by providing information and training.

A good working environment
Developing a working environment which encourages 
hard work, influence, personal development and safety 

in all processes.

Prevention
Preventing undesirable environmental impacts by  

tackling potential problems at source.

Economic use
Ensuring that materials and energy are used sparingly 

and recycling residues and waste.

Care
Planning to prevent environmental accidents and to  

minimise the use of substances and chemicals which 
can be hazardous to people or the environment.

A life cycle approach
Using a life cycle approach to adapt production  

processes and product development in order to reduce 
the environmental impact, now and in the future.

Compliance with legislation
Ensuring that we comply with all relevant  

environmental legislation.
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